
Daily Democrat Online - Letters

March 20, 2006 
Woodland, CA

Home

News

Area News

Agriculture

Business

For The Record

Weather

Flood Safety

Sports

Columnists

Gary Traynham

Hank Vereschzagin

Girls & Sports

Opinion

Editorial

Columnists

Jim Nielsen

Our Town

Guest Opinions

Letters

Features

From Our Files

Goodlife

Religion

Weddings

Births

Motorway

Obituaries

Entertainment

Horoscopes

Community Events

Agendas

Special Sections

Customer Service

Contact Us

Subscriptions

Link To Article   Print Article   Email Article

Article created: 03/19/2006 9:18 AM PST

Cattlemen oppose Conaway purchase
Daily Democrat

The Yolo County Cattlemen's and Wool Growers' Association does not have a history of being politically active, but recent action of 
this county compels us to voice our complaints. We are watching Yolo County's Board of Supervisors with disbelief. We believe the 
seizure of the privately-owned 17,000-plus acre Conaway Ranch through eminent domain is an attack on property and water rights 
of the entire community and sets a precedent in the county for more unaccountable seizures. We also feel that the Conaway 
acquisition is not an affordable option for the County of Yolo. 

In the past eminent domain has been used to acquire private property for the public's benefit. The county has claimed in court it 
wishes to use the Conaway Ranch for the purpose of maintaining agricultural operations, as it is currently managed. 

We see no reason nor has the county provided a sufficient explanation to seize the Conaway Ranch from taxpaying citizens. If the 
County feels the threat of development by the current owners, there are rules and regulations governing land use, and we should 
address it in that manner. 

Yolo County has already spent an enormous amount of money to initiate this project. Who ends up with the title on this property if 
Yolo County defaults on the loan? Could the price, determined by the courts for this property, be too high? With the uncertainty of 
the appraisal and other unforeseen and extended court litigation, can Yolo County afford the cost? 

This particular use of eminent domain has private property owners far and wide very nervous. Yolo County always touts itself as an 
agricultural community, but at every turn there is more regulation that is reducing the viability of agricultural businesses in the 
county. 

If Yolo County really wishes to sustain an agricultural community, then the Board of Supervisors should direct strategies and policy 
that encourage farming and ranching on private property and ensure the community that their property will not be condemned for 
unexplained and unaccountable public benefits. If the current trends in the agricultural sector continue, livestock producers and 
farmers will be forced from the fertile soils of Yolo County with nowhere to go. 

We encourage the Board to give us the facts of the Conaway Ranch purchase, and then put the final purchase of the Conaway 
Ranch to a countywide vote! Yolo County Cattlemen's and Wool Growers Association would like to be on record of being opposed to 
the acquisition of the Conaway Ranch by the County of Yolo, especially through eminent domain. 

Stan Holland, president, Yolo County Cattlemen's and Wool Growers' Association 
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